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Reichstag elections were fixed for the 3 ist July : the National
Socialist soldiery spent the full force of its fury in the streets
of the German cities ; but for this brief period the uneasy
peace between Hitler and the Government had held.
Although Papen's and Schleicher's first promises to Hitler
had been fulfilled, he was waiting for yet a third. This was
a move of the Government's of special importance to the
parties of the Right, namely, the suspension of the Social
Democratic Provincial Government in Prussia. The war
of National Socialism on Papen and Schleicher was only to
be started when this important preliminary to a final victory
of the National Socialists was fulfilled.
All his life Papen had been an opponent of Social Demo-
cracy, and as a deputy in the Prussian Assembly he had been
keen in his opposition to the Braun-Severing Government:
he was only too willing to comply with Hitler's wishes. -
The Destruction of the Weimar Republic
In the second six months of 1932, shortly after his return
from Lausanne, Papen was gathering himself together for
his great stroke against the Weimar Constitution and against
the Weimar Republic itself. This deed of his will go down
in history. For it branded him as digging the grave of a
system which, it is true, had shown many deficiencies and
flaws, but was nevertheless a democracy of the first order.
It stands out in violent contrast to the Empire, its pre-
decessor, and its successor, the Third Reich of the National
Socialists.
As we have previously stated, the Social Democratic Party
was in power in Prussia. The area of this province was some
two-thirds of the whole Reich. This predominance was of
particular moment in Berlin, the capital of the Reich, which
at that time was the source of German policy. The Govern-
ment of the Reich had always been obliged to pay particular
regard to the Prussian Government, and a proper reactionary
course in the Reich was impossible so long as a liberal
tendency was maintained in'Russia under the lead of Social
Democracy.